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MILLER OFF TO 
U.S.A? »-~ 


The idea of a season in America 
appeals strongly to him and even if he 
doesn't go at the end of this season he 
hopes to do so at some time in the future. 

One thing he is certain of. He is not 


New Zealand’s most _ successful 
international motor-cycle scrambles rider, 
Ivan Miller, has his sights firmly fixed on 
the New Zealand A grade moto-cross final, 
to be held in Palmerston North on March 
3. But after that he is almost certain to 
leave his homeland once again. 


At present he is considering a finan- 
cially rewarding offer to race Swedish 
Husqvarnas in Australia and the challenge 
of attempting to break into big time 
Moto-cross in the United States. 

"There is nothing really here for me”, 
he said after arriving in New Zealand. 
The sport is booming in Australia but 
there isn't the competition he needs to 
keep himself at a peak there either. 


returning to Britain. 


It is too difficult 


to make a living out of racing there. 
Miller first went to Britain when he 
was only 16 and since then has risen to 
the very top ranks of the sport. Now 24, 
he is currently ranked fourth in Britain. 
The only riders ahead of him on the 
ladder are John Banks, Andy: Roberton : 
and Bryan Wade. 
Although his home is in Blenheim, 
Miller will be based in Wanganui during 
the New Zealand season. He has signed a 
contract to race Suzukis. 





CHANGES IN 


The leader of America’s Suzuki works road 
racing team, Ron Grant, who is a certain 
starter in the $10,000 Marlboro international 


road racing series which gets under way at 
Wanganui on Boxing Day. He is brit i 
him the latest 750 water-cooled Suzuki 


N.Z. ROAD 


It will be his third visit to New Zealand, 





Marlboro Series 


PAUL SMART MAY RIDE 


Paul Smart, one of the world’s top road 
racers, is likely to contest the 4 race 
Marlboro series which has its opening 
found at the Wanganui road races on 
Boxing day. Suzuki America, for whom 
Smart rides, indicated to the organisers of 
the series some time ago that they were 


sending him but it appears Smart had 
previously made tentative plans to race in 
South Africa during the time in which 
the New Zealand series is to be run. No 
contracts were evidently signed with the 
South African promoters, however, and 
Smart has now indicated he would like 
to race here. |t appears Smart was 

Cont. p,2. 


CHAMPS 


by Rod Dew 


The New Zealand road racing championships and the Rothmans series 
have been combined and this season are being run strictly to capacity class. 


This is bad news for the riders who have recently taken delivery of new 


Yamaha TZ350s. 


gn. 


They won't be able to earn points towards the New 


Zealand 500cc championship as they have done in the past. Dunedin ace 
Jim Landrebe, for example, won't be able to defend the national 500 title 
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he won last season. 


But it is good news for the organisers 
and the public. With two separate con- 
tests in every class, each having a different 
system of points scoring, it was far too 
complicated for John Citizen to follow. 
Even the riders themselves were rarely 
certain just how things stood in the two 
series, 

In effect, the New Zealand road 
championships are now being sponsored 
by Rothmans and being run under the 
same system that the previous Rothmans 
series was decided on, Five classes are 
being catered for — 125, 250, 350, 
600cc and sidecar. Poinis are on a 
9,7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 basis, 

Prize money provided by Rothmans 
is substantial. The greatest rewards are 
available in. the 500cc class. In this $150 
goes to the winner, $100 to the second 
finisher, $70 to the third, $40 to the 
fourth, $15 to the fifth and $5 to the 
sixth. 

A total of $260 is at stake in the 350 
cc class, divided up into $100, $75, $50, 


$25 and $10 respectively. Prize money 
for the 125cc class totals $90 and the 
sidecars the same, 
In addition to this there will be the 
usual Auto Cycle Union purse and the 
prize money allocated to each individual t 


meeting. 


Jim Landrebe can’t defend his title. 


inside... : 





Horsburgh at Waihola 


Landrebe Down South 


South Island Moto-cross 
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EDITORIAL 


At the last annual conference of the 
New Zealand Auto Cycle Union in 
Hamilton, a remit from the Onehunga- 
United Motor-cycle Club seeking the 
effective silencing of moto-cross machines 
was tossed out. This was no more than 
delaying the inevitable, 

Silencing must come to New Zealand 
moto-cross competition and as soon as 
Possible if the public are not going to be 
driven away. 

The comparatively mellow tone of the 
old four-strokes was perfectly acceptable. 
But the high performance two-strokes 
which now dominate the sport are a very 
different matter. The harsh ear-shattering 
note they produce can be put up with in 
small doses, However, to stand and watch 
an entire moto-cross meeting can these 
days be something of an ordeal. At the 
finish, | am sure some of the spectators 
are more tired than the riders. 

Many don‘t-even bother to stay until 
the end. When officials see their specta- 
tors leaving in droves before the end of 
their meetings they should realise that 
something is badly wrong. At moto-cross 


meetings, dust is one thing which sends 
the spectators home early. 

' But the noise of two-strokes also plays 
its part and this must be quickly recognis- 


There is no reason why moto-cross 
racing should cease to be a thrilling and 
entertaining spectator sport just because 
the exhaust notes are quietened down a 
little. 

Support for silencing is rapidly grow- 
ing in New Zealand. Officials are becom- 
ing aware that their meetings are becom- 
ing endurance tests for spectators as well 
as riders and even the riders are conscious 
of the headache-provoking racket their 
machines produce. 

The situation cannot remain as it is 
and if another remit on the subject goes 
before the next annual conference of the 
ACU the delegates would be doing the 
sport a disservice if they rejected it. One 
of the problems will, of course, be 
measuring the decibel output of exhaust 
systems. But this should not be allowed 
to overshadow or delay the implementa- 








LETTERS 


Intemational MX 
Sir, 

There is cause for considerable regret at 
the disappearance of the once thriving 
New Zealand international moto-cross 
series. Fora long time, thanks mainly to 
the efforts of former international ridér 
Tim Gibbes, scrambling set the pace for 
all other facets of motor-cycle sport. 

Now sadly, it trails at the rear. As far 
as | can gather, the series was dropped 
chiefly because of the lack of someone 
Prepared to act as organiser. Surely, from 
all the clubs in New Zealand, someone 
suitable could be found to do this job, 

| would like to see clubs get together 
on a national basis and bring out, say, 
three top-line riders from Europe and 
revive the series. | am sure it-wauld go off. 
well, This season would have provided 
a golden opportunity to re-launch an 

international series with our own Ivan 

Miller and those two outstanding’ English 
men, Randy and Rowley Owen, racing in 
New Zealand this season. 

But to any prospective organisers, a 
word of caution. Please don’t try and 
get the Japanese tactorys to send out any 
Japanese riders. You will never get a 
direct answer and while you wait the series 
will collapse around your ears. 


J.R.M. Gray, 
Wellington. 


si Congratulations 
ir, 

Congratulations on the new look New 
Zealand Motorcycle News. This is the kind 
of newspaper which has been needed in 
New Zealand for many years. It is now 
up to all clubs and motor-cyclists to get 
right behind it. | am sure the motor-cycle 
trade will be pleased, too. It gives them 
their first opportunity to gain nation-wide 
publicity in a specialist motor-cycling 
magazine. Please find enclosed my 
subscription for 12 issues. 


N.D. Geoffrey, 
Auckland. 


tion of noise emission control. 
Rod Dew 
Sir, Berl 


Could | please reply to your writer 
“1.Z. Smith — Auckland" who wrote in 
last months magazine re the N.Z. Moto- 
cross Championship Format. 

The query was regarding the A B and 
C Grade being retained for this year. At 
the annual ACU Conference held in 
Hamilton in August the Tai Tapu Club put 
forward a remit calling for the National 
Moto-cross to be run in capacity classes, 
this was discussed by delegates and voted 
out. So the ACU Executive was left with 
no alternative. they had to retain the A, - 
B and C grades as directed by all N.Z. 
Clubs at the conference. 

What the ACU did to institute a 125 
class was indeed an excellent idea. 

| am sure that in the future it will 
revert to capacity classes then it will 
I'm sure be 125, 250 and 500 in line with 
the Gold Star Series. 

Trust this clears up the query. 
Canference Delegate, 
Dunedin. - " 
Sir Ad ministration === mmr] 

| have for many years felt that the 
administrative set-up of motorcycling in 
this country is wrong. The Auto Cycle 
Union is-the national body and that is 
fine. But the next step down is ta-the 
Clubs and that to my mind is going too far 
down the scale. There should be 
intermediate provincial bodies, similar to 
those in the administration employed by 
most New Zealand sports. 

In-Christchurch, for example, there are 
six clubs, all with direct affiliation with the 
AC.U, Wouldn't it be far better if they 
were affiliated to a Canterbury Association 
Which in turn had direct affiliation with 
the national body? 

The Canterbury association, asa 
combined force, could then organise all 
major championship meetings and allocate 
dates for minor club events. One combined 
body would have more money available 
and greater manpower with which to 
Promote major meetings. Clubs simply 

don’t have the resources for this. * 
Paul Owen, 
Christchurch 








N ZMCN Calendar 


December 
1 Shell 500 road trial, Auckland. 
2 Shell 500 road trial, Auckland; Porirua Grand Prix, Ixion; South Island 


semi-final N.Z. moto-cross championships, New Brighton. 
Short circuit racing at Pukekohe, Auckland; beach racing, Ixion. . 


ei - 
16 North Island gold star moto-cross, Whangarei. A 
26 Opening round of $10,000 Marlboro international road racing series in 
29 Second round of $10,000 Marlboro international road series at Pukekohe, 
Auckland. 
January 
6 
Wellington Grand Prix, Hutt Valley. 
12 N.Z. 350cc T.T. and South Pacific Open at Pukekohe, Auckland. — 
13 Fourth and final round of $10,000 Marlboro international road series at 
Ruapuna, Canterbury. , ; 
20 Zone three qualifying round of N.Z. moto cross championships, 
N.Z. Airfield championships at Wigram. 
27 


NOTE: 
should notify the Editor, P.O. Box 1343, 


conjunction with "Round the Houses’’ race and N.Z. lightweight T.T., Wanganui. 


Third round of $10,000 Marlboro international road series in conjunction with 


Zone four qualifying round of N.Z. moto-cross championships, Otorahanga. 


Clubs wishing their events to be included in this calendar 


North Taranaki, 








Wellington, in writing. 


Marlboro - Cont. from p.1 


offered the equivalent of more than 
$NZ3,000 to race in South Africa but costs 
would have to be met by himself. 

The inclusion of Paul Smart on the 
list of probable starters certainly adds 
greater status to the series which has 
already attracted top American, Asian, 
and Australian road racing talent. 

The expatriot Britisher, brother-in-law 
to another top British racer Barry Sheene, 
first_ made a big name for himself on the 
UK and European circuits but in recent 
years his efforts have been concentrated 
on the lucrative North American events. 
Ron Grant, Scott Brelsford and Pat 
Hennen have booked their passages from 
the USA and should arrive in New 
Zealand in mid December. Grant will be 
remembered from his trip out here last 
year when he cleaned up on his 
Suzuki 750. He is another member of 
the Suzuki America team and being 
familiar with the circuits must be a top 
contender. Brelsford will race a’'‘sem|- 
factory” Harley Davidson, one of the 
few four-stroke motor cycles likely to 
appear on the grids. Pat Hennen is one 
of America’s top Junior riders and will 
tide a Seeley-framed Suzuki 750. 

Cal Rayborn, one of the real characters 

of American road racing, is due to land in 
New Zealand on December 22. Cal is 
another member of the Harley team but 

he is more likely to race a Suzuki in the 
series IF he races at all. There is an 
element of doubt because Cal is actually 
going to be over here for a different reason, 
He owns a Formula 5000 racing car and 


# is contesting the Tasman series. He's known 


to want to participate in the Marlboro 
series also and the chancésare he will but 
there are obviously matters to sort out 
before he is given the green light. Ralph 
Hudson is another American Junior who 
has his passage booked. He was a personal 
friend of the late Geoff Perry and it 
seems probable he will race Geoff's 500 
Suzuki in the series. Cliff Carr, another 
Pom based in U.S.A., has told the NZIGPs, 
the organising body “my 750 Kawasaki is 
ready, | have a mechanic available and 
nowhere to go”, He is keen to race here 
but cannot find a sponsor even though 
he is prepared to ride anything. 

Kenny Roberts has different problems. 
He has local sponsorship jacked up but is 
not yet sure if he will be available, 

Ron Toombs on his phenomenally fast’ 
Kawasaki H2R_looks'set to lead the 





















ope fully beaboard a 7 5 
several Aussies will be riding TZ 350 
Yamahas including Len Atlee, Murray 
Sayle, and Mike Steele: Warren Willing 
will ride one of Lawton and Boyle's 
Suzuki alongside local hope Dale Wylie. 
There is “every possibility” that L &B 
will’prepare a 500cc water-cooled 
Suzuki’ for one of these two but it has 
not yet been decided who will ride what, 
At the moment they are understandably 
very satisfied with the performance of the 
air-cooled 500. 

Dave Burgess.and Rob Madden will 
probably appear on. TR 500 Suzukis, as 
will the two Indonesians Hendra 
Tirtasuputra and Benny Suswanto. 
Closer to home,. Mike Sinclair was out 
testing a new Suzuki water-cooled 500 at 
the Ruapuna meeting on November 18 
but the bike did not seem to be rewing 
freely in the upper reaches. It will no doubt 
take a little time to get the tuning spot on. 

Crankshaft material shortages may 
prevent Yamaha from delivering the 

batch of 700 TZs ordered by Whites in 
time for the December rounds. If the bikes 
do make it in time they are earmarked for 
Ginger Molloy, Trevor Discombe, Keith 
Tumer and — wait for it — John Boote, 
«the young Christchurch rider who 
partnered Warren Willing to a second place 
in the Castrol Six-hour Production event 
at-Amaroo Park, Sydney. But it seems 
doubtful that all the machines, if any, 

will arrive in time. 

Regarding the races themselves, the 
opening rounds of the series at Wanganui 
(December 26) and Pukekohe (December 
29) will be run on a two-heat basis of 
about 20 laps each heat while the 
Gracefield and Ruapuna rounds will be 
single heats of longer duration. 

Prize money for each round will be 
awarded down to 12th place ranging 

: from $800 for first down to $100 for 
5th and $10 for 12th, so there's a real 
opportunity for local riders to be in the 
money. A points system in proportion to 





~emmese. their chances. forthe, Marlboro series... 
_...can be better gauged after that 





the prize money is being worked out. The 
prize money is slightly less than was report- 
ed in the last issue of NZMCN due to 
additional \administrative costs. 










































The battle for a place on the grids 
will continue right through the series as it 
has been decided to leave selection up to 
the individual organisers. It can’t be 
denied that some riders are masters of 
their home circuit and capable of giving 
the really big names a run for their money. 
Balanced against this will be the perform- 
ances put up by riders at earlier rounds 
and meetings so the organisers could be 
burning a bit of midnight oil themselves 
in deciding who will ride. 

Malcolm McGregor, spokesman for the 
NZIGPS who are doing such a tremendous 
job as the co-ordinating body for the 
series, says the mountain of problems 
associated with the venture are gradually 
being sorted out. Many of these concern 
getting permission for foreign riders to 
compete. 

It would be a very brave or a very 
foolish man who would be prepared to put 
money on a series winner at this stage of 
the game. Apart from the doubt surround- 
ing -some of the entries and machines the 
fact that many of the overseas entries 
will be unfamiliar with New Zealand 
conditions makes picking a likely winner 
avery difficult task. However, as this will 
be the last issue of NZMCN before the start 
of the series we'll stick our necks out a bit. 

If Paul Smart comes he must be ranked 
number one, especially if he brings his 
750 Suzuki, Ron Grant has also shown he 
can go very quickly and he has the 
advantage of having raced here last year, 
Dale Wylie, of course, has really hit 
form this season (at the time of writing 
he had 14 wins from 14 starts) and along 
with many other home riders he has 
improved out of sight. But it remains to 
be seen how he stands up against such 
world-class talent. Cal Rayborn is going 
to have plenty on his plate with the 
Tasman F5000 series and it's hard to see 
him taking risks on the bike circuits. 
Nevertheless he didn’t become the number 
one Harley Davidson rider by racing half- 
heartedly and he will certainly command a 
lot of respect. 

Dark horses could be Greag Hansford, 
Scott Brelsford, Ron Toombs and Ginger 
Molloy — the latter an even hotter bet if 
the big Yamaha is here in time. 

Ginger, Trevor Discombe and Chris 
Woodmass are heading for Calder, 
Australia with their TZ 350 Yamahas 
for the December 9 Pan Pacific meeting 


Len Shailer 
Ltd. 
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Wylie Smashes 


by Graham Skellern 
Photos: Brian 
Hopping 


-Ruapuna Record 


Outstanding Christchurch rider Dale 
Wylie could become the leading racer in 
New Zealand this season if present form 
and recent successes are dny indication. 

Wylie was in immaculate riding form 
on his six-speed 500 c.c. Suzuki to win 
five races from five outings at Christchurch 
Motor-cycle Club's Canterbury Champion- 
ship meeting at Ruapuna. 

His ride to victory in the feature race — 
the Canterbury open road racing cham- 
Pionship —.was one of the best seen at 
Ruapuna for years. He completely 
annihilated a high-class field, including 
the reigning national 350 and 500 road 
champion, Jim Landrebe (Dunedin), and* 
won by the huge margin of 19 seconds. 

Wylie covered the 40 laps in the fast 
time of 33min 23.2sec. On the 37th lap 
he broke the record for the circuit by 
0.2see with an official time of 48.6sec. 


Wylie’s success at Ruapuna followed 
his fine form at the previous Napier 
meeting where he again had five outings 
and won all the races. In those events, he 
headed accomplished ‘riders like Ginger 
Molloy (Hamilton), Trevor Discombe 
(Hamilton) and Keith Turner (Auckland). 

He has not been beaten in New 
Zealand since last Christmas, having gain- 
ed an undefeated record in 15 races. 

Twenty-eight riders lined-up for the 
start of the Canterbury road race, and 
the first away with a magnificent start 
was the Dunedin international, Landrebe, 
on his TZ 350 Yamaha. Wylie began 
slowly but soon recovered and had 
reached second place at the completion 
of the first-lap. 

Landrebe opened up a handy early 
lead and it seemed a battle royal would 
commence with Wylie chasing Landrebe. 
After four laps, the two frontrunners. 
had opened up a big tead on the rest of 


the field and it was clear that the title 
would be a two-man affair. The two 
competitors began lapping the back- 
runners after only six laps. 

But Wylie decided he would be the 
only one to contest the title when he 
took his first chance to pass Landrebe on 
the seventh lap. Like Wylie on a previous 
lap, Landrebe was checked by some 
slower riders and he slowed momentarily, 
but it was enough for the Christchurch 
rider to slip by. 

Wylie quickly moved away from Land- 
rebe. At the half-way mark he held a 
lead of seven seconds, and he increased it 
to 17 seconds after 30 laps. At the 
finish, Wylie’s bike was going faster while 


A. 
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Landrebe and the other racers’ bikes 
had slowed down. 

Landrebe finished alone in second 
place, ahead of John Woodley (Blenheim) 
and Mel Wrigley (Wellington), third and 
fourth respectively on water-cooled TZ 
350 Yamahas. 

However, Landrebe was lucky to sur- 
vive a challenge from New Zealand 250 
champion, Mike Sinclair (Christchurch), 
riding a Suzuki 500. Sinclair started 
badly lying only in eighth place after the 
second lap, but he moved into fourth 
place by the seventh lap. 

He staged a short battle with Woodley 
before he passed the Blenheim rider in the 
fourteenth lap, and set off after Land- 











rebe. But Sinclair fell when he hit a 
pudd: in the 17th lap, and with the fall, 
the lustre went out of the race. ae 

Wylie’s strongest opposition came in 
the final event, the consolation race. 
He led from start to finish, but this time 
he was not able to enjoy a handy lead. 
Sinclair chased Wylie gamely and finished 
right behind after the 10 laps. But Wylie 
showed he was capable of going faster 
than in the road race when he was 
unofficially timed — over one lap at 
48.4 laps. 





RESULTS 


Results from the Canterbury Champion- 
ships meeting were:— 


B GRADE OPEN — 10LAPS 


M.Gibbons = Christchurch 9:7:5 1 
A. Bower Christchurch 2 
B, Anderson — Christchurch 3 
AGRADE OPEN — 10 LAPS 

Wylie 8:35:4 1 Landrebe 2 
Sinclair 3 : 

PRODUCTION FEATURE — 20 LAPS 
Wylie 19:30.1 19:30.1 1 
D. Hiscock Wellington 2 
|. Miles Christchurch 3 


EIGHT LAP RACE FOR MOTOR-CYCLES 
UP TO 250cc 


M. Cropp Christchurch 8:17.51 
M, De Lacy Hamilton 

D. Watson Christchurch 3 
251ce AND UPWARDS 

Wylie 7:33:31 

Woodley 2 Sinclair 3 


CONSOLATION RACE — 10 LAPS 
Wylie 8:19.11 Sinclair 2 
G, Boote (Christchurch) 3 


CANTERBURY OPEN ROAD RACING 
CHAMPIONSHIP — 40 LAPS 

Wylie 33:23.1 1 

Landrebe 2 Woodley 3 


SIDECAR EVENTS OVER SIX LAPS 
Race 1 


P. Corbett Blenheim 6:17.21 
C. Moller Blanheim 2 
1. Clark Christchurch 3 
Rece 2 

Corbett 6:33.6 1 

Moller 2 

Clark 3 

Race 3 

Corbett 679 1 

Clark 2 


Christchurch’s |. Clarke (rider) and A. Boyle 
(passenger) speeding round the Fluapuna circuit 
during the Canterbury championship road race 
meeting. Thelr outfit is powered by a 750cc 
Kawasaki triple and shows enormous potential. 


National champion Jim Landrebe (TZ350. 
Yamaha). He had to be content with runner- 
up spot.on the day. 


Dale Wylie on the way to his record-breaking 
win in the Canterbury championship. Note 
the cross-over pipes of his 500 Suzuki. 








93 JACKSON STREET 


phone 685763 





BEE. LEATHERS 


* RACING SUITS * JACKETS * TROUSERS 





P.O.Box 38305 Petone 


Tony Thompson (prop.) 








PETONE N.Z. 















Editorial 
Note 


In the first issue of New Zealand 
Motorcycle News, | mentioned the excite- 
ment generated by the start of a new 
publication. | forgot to mention the vast 
amount of planning and organisation that 
goes into putting it out, and the involve- 
ment that we now found ourselves in 
with motorcycling. 

Although it is our intention to bring 
you each month the very best reports, 
photographs and comments from around 
the country on motorcycling we feel that 
it will be a good six months before we are 
fully set-up and New Zealand Motorcycle 
News really hits the high spots. 

It will take that time for people to get 
to know us and share the confidence we 
have in the publication, It is natural at first 
for people to be wary of something new 
but we were astounded and thrilled by 
the interest our first issue generated. But 
we would be the first to admit that we have| 
a long way to go yet. 

Each issue we are trying to improve the 
look of NZMCN so that it is attractive to 
buy. 

We will continually enlarge the editorial 
content so that it encompasses as much as 
possible of the world of motorcycling. 

And we will never forget the clubs and the 
people in them who provide the basis of 
motorcycling, for sport and pleasure, in 
New Zealand. Always we invite con- 
tributions from clubs, on the events in their 
area, and information on the people they 
think are interesting personalities. We may 
not always be able to print everything 

that comes in but we will do our best to 
give a full general coverage over the whole 
country. 

There is one sentence which appeared 
in the first issue which | wish to refute. 

The small story on Rod Dew started 
with the inane sentence “the background 
of Rod Dew is pretty dull’. 

Nothing could be further from the 








truth. But Rod, like so many people who 
are skilled in their work, tends to 
depreciate his value. So far as we are 
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concerned the editorial content of 
NZMCN, although contributed by many 
different people, owes all to the skill and 
knowledge of this Christchurch journalist. 
On the involvement side of motorcycles 

we now find ourselves with closer ties 
than just reporting on the Marlboro 
Championship. And there is the possibility 
of a NZMCN Trophy for the first New 
Zealander home in this prestige series. At 
the time of going to press we were still 

“ negotiating with the NZIGPS and trying 
to get a trophy made in time. If you 
think it takes a long time and a lot of work 
to build a racing machine to perfection try 
getting a special trophy made in under 
four weeks, 


David Hall 


NI. 
Quarter 


At Waitara 


The North Island standing quarter-mile 
championships will be run at Waitara, 
December 16 and the organisers, North 
Taranaki Motorcyclé Club, have secured 
ACU sanction for official record attempts. 

The club’s own precision quartz-crystal 
electronic timing equipment, checked and 
cleared for use by the ACU, will be used 
at the meeting, to be staged on Ngatimaru 
Rd,a % mile stretch that once formed the 
main straight of the old Tikorangi road 
racing circuit. 

The timing gear, built by South Western 
Electronics, Awakino (shortly to move into 
a factory in New Plymouth) was examined 
at ACU request by a New Plymouth 
manufacturing jeweller, and found to be 
accurate to 100th of a second. In fact 
the jeweller reluctantly admitted the 
instrument was actually more accurate 
than his own imported electronic watch 
tester. 

It seems certain from the entry list 
that a number of national records will be 
broken — among them Bert Munro’ 
national open record of 12.3 seconds, 
in 1962. 

The man aiming to topple this record 
is Aucklander Ray Peterson, 750 
Triumph. 


el 





supercharged Bonneville drag bike, has. run 
a best of 10.3 — unofficial, but well 
below the national record —and in early 
November he ran a 10.9 at Sydney to be 
runner-up in the Australian standing- 
quarter motorcycle championships. - 

Another entrant with high hopes of 
beating a record is the NTMC president 
Don O'Connor, who is entering his wife's 
Suzuki 50 shopping hack, hugely modified, 
Glenys stopped riding when she became 
pregnant. 

The bike, which weighs only 112Ibs 
ready to race on 100 octane, has con- 
sistently run 19.5 seconds in practice — one 
second under the New Zealand class recor 











Suzuki 


Invasion 


Story by Bob Northrop — Photos: Glen Kennar 


Ivan Miller spearheaded a Suzuki invasion 
at the Wellington Grass Track champion 
ship on November 18. He calmly rode the 
Coleman’s Suzuki 400 and a borrowed 125 
to a clean sweep of victories and left the 
Pauatahanui track $120.00 richer. 

The only races not won by a Suzuki 
were two 125—250cc class races which 
went to Palmerston North rider Morley 
Shirriffs on a Honda Elsinore. 


The premier event,a 10-lapper for the 
top 15 riders, resulted in a comfortable 
win for Miller after he stalled his machine 
at the hairpin on the fourth lap and dropped 
back to third place behind Peter Boyle and 
Warren Lambess. Within half a lap Miller 
had moved into second spot and another 
half-lap later he was back in command. 
Boyle retained his second place to the 
finish ahead of Lambess, Peter Lintott 
(Yamaha) played a tactical game behind 
Lou Peeti (Husqvarna) until the home 
stretch and then he just pipped the 
Dannevirke rider to the post. 

Lambess however had had the upper 
hand on Boyle earlier in the day in the 
eight-lap A-grade moto-cross event. This 
was one of the most exciting events of the 
day and would probably have been even 
more exciting if Morley Shirriffs had not 
taken a tumble early in the piece. From 
the start Miller took his usual place at the 
front and never looked like giving it away. 
But behind him a four-way battle for 
second place between Boyle, Lambess, 
Lintott and Bill Wetzel (Yamaha 360) raged 
throughout the race, For the first four 
laps Boyle clung onto second then Lambess 
caught him.on the start/finish line and 
held on to the end. Lintott and Wetzel 
never stopy i nd came hom« 








he 125cc events were domini y 
Miller and the Boyle brothers, Peter and 
Mark. Morley Shirriffs on his Honda 
Elsinore won two of the three 250cc 
events and was leading the third when his 
chain broke on the first lap. This allowed 
Bill Flowers (Suzuki) to cruise to a 
comfortable win from K. Osgood (Suzuki) 
and P. Wilton (Suzuki) who put in some 
sterling. performances on the day. 

Gary Whittaker on a Suzuki 250 came 
out as the top trail bike rider with two 
second places and a first. J. Gibbons 
(Suzuki 400) and P. Etevenaux (Suzuki 
250) also rode well each claiming one 
victory and one minor placing. 

With races running in quick succession 
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the reasonably large crowd were kept 
entertained and the organisers (Hutt Valley 
Motor Cycle Club) were able to run several 
additional races after the programme 
finished in mid afternoon. 


Results: — 

UP TO 125cc 

Ist |. Millar Suzuki 
2nd M, Marshall Suzuki 
3rd M. Boyle Suzuki 
125cec — 250cc 

1st —-M. Shirriffs Honda 
2nd -P. Wilton Suzuki 
3rd. Atkins Yamaha 
OVER 250cc 

Ist I. Millar Suzuki 
2nd P. Boyle Suzuki 
3rd = W. Lambess Yamaha 
OPEN TRAIL BIKE 

Ist P, Etevenaux Suzuki 
2nd G, Whittaker Suzuki 
3rd. Arlen Suzuki 
UP TO 125cc 

1st I. Millar 

2nd ~P. Boyle 

3rd M. Boyle 

125ce — 250cc 

Ist —Shirriffs 

2nd W. Flowers Suzuki 
3rd P. Wilton 

OVER 250cc 

ist I. Millar 

2nd P. Lintott Yamaha 
3rd W. Lambess 

OPEN TRAIL BIKE 

Ist G. Whittaker 
2nd J. Gibbons Suzuki 
3rd -G, Page Suzuki 
UP TO 125cc 

1st P. Boyle 

2nd M. Boyle» 

3rd (C, Daves 








2nd 
3rd 

OVER 250 MX 

Ist J, Millar 

2nd P. Boyle 

3rd. Lintott 

A GRADE MX 

ist |. Millar 

2nd W. Lambess 

3rd. Boyle 

OPEN TRAIL BIKE 

1st J. Gibbons % 
2nd G. Whittaker ; 


| 3rdP. Etevenaux 


TOP 15 RIDERS MX 

1st |. Millar ‘ # 
2nd P. Boyle 

3rd W. Lambess 
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Above: They're off, and already Ivan Miller, 
(number one,centre right) leads the field, 


SUZUKI INVASION PHOTOS 


Below: M.Marshall of Wanganui airborne Right: Bill Wetzel lifts the front wheel 
‘on one of the many Suzuki 125s at the meet. of his Yamaha on his way to a fifth place 
Lower Left: N! Hiscock (Suzuki 125) in the A-Grade moto-cross event. 
being watched closely as he prepares for the Lower Right: Masterton rider 


Lambess liad a good day collectit 


plunge. 
third places and a second. 














“Zh. 










John Coffey talks to the English moto-cross star 


In three visits to New Zealand, English international scrambles rider 
Randy Owen has been surprised by the failure of the sport's officials to 


realise the need to upgrade courses. 


too easy. 


Owen had his first experience of New 
Zealand’s moto-cross tracks in 1968 and 
he was not impressed by what he saw. 
Three years later he returned, and was 
stunned to find that virtually no progress 
had been made within the sport during 
his absence. = 

The 27-year-old Owen, a youthful 
veteran of a decade of top competition, 
is adamant that the development of courses 
is a_prerequisite to the advancement of 
scrambling as a crowd-drawer. The more 
spectacular the circuit, the more thrills it 
will provide for the spectators — and the 
more people who will attend will bring 
with them finance that would boost the 
wealth of the sport. 

As far as he is concerned, it is simply 
a matter of one stage following another 
in making the public aware of scrambling 
and its attractions. He concedes that 
some of the larger clubs have slowly rea- 
lised the problem and are making an 
effort, but generally he still notices an 
amateur nature to the organisation, 

“in Australia the sport is booming. 
The tracks have been made much tougher, 
and there aré a lot more riders than 
previously. This upgrading has led to a 
great increase in spectators and prize 
money," he said recently. 

“Things haven't altered very much in 
New Zealand, apart from the fact that 
riders are spending more. Except perhaps 
for Wanganui, the tracks have been really 
smooth,'’ Owen commented after touring 
the North Island for five weeks, 

Randy Owen was travelling with his 
22-year-old brother, Rowley dnd the two 
Englishmen had dominated their rivals in 
the North, frequently filling the top two 
placings. In Randy‘s words, ‘‘we managed 
to blow off the North Island boys fairly 
easily, even though the tracks do not de- 
mand much skill,”’ 

In spite of his criticism, Randy Owen 
does haye something of a soft spot for 
New Zealand in that it has assisted in 
moulding his career — and gets him away 
from the chilling English winter, when 
few meetings are available for scramblers 
to keep themselves and their equipment 
in trim. 

Although they have had their share 
of spills in the past, the Owen brothers 
had managed to stay clear of injuries 
during their initial travels around the 


In his opinion, the circuits are simply 


North"Island. This made their arrival in 
Christchurch a far more pleasant affair 
for Rowley Owen, whose previous visit to 
the city was marred by having his arm in 
a sling, a result of an accident at Wanganui, 
two years ago. 

Rowley Owen followed his brother's 
path into big-time scrambling in 1969 
and has improved with time. According 
to Randy, the younger Owen is fast 
approaching his potential. 

. The Owen brothers have restricted 
their scrambling activities to England, 
Australia and New Zealand in the past, 
but Randy Owen, at least, is considering 
a tiltat French and Belgium competitions, 
Business commitments kept him out of 
Continental competition previously. 





Randy in ‘wheelie’ mood 
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N.Z. Scrambles Courses 
Not Tough Enough 


For Randy Owen 


English moto-cross visitors Randy (left) and Rowley Owen with former Christchurch rider 
‘Sid Harrison. 
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HORSBURGH MAST 


Treacherous boggy conditions made 


pa c2 * things difficult for the South Island’s 
me . leading moto-cross men in the Zone 1 and 
= 2 qualifying round of the New Zealand 
championship at Sinclair's Farm, 
Waihola. 


But nothing could stop Ashburton’s 
18-year-old Ross Horsburgh (250 Honda), 
who mastered the tricky going like a 
veteran. He won all three A grade events 
and will start as the top qualifier in the 
South Island semi-final in Christchurch 
on December 2, 

The only riders who looked capable of 
staying with him on the day were fellow 
Ashburton rider Roger Austin and Mosgiel’s 
John Shand. Austin, just returned from a 
season racing speedway in Britain, finished 
second in all three races on his 400 
Suzuki. Shand took the third placing each 
time: He was mounted on a 250 Honda. 

Invercargill rider R. Hill (Yamaha) was 
the most successful competitor in the B 
Grade events. He won two of the three 
events and was second in the other to 
Dunedin's G. Goodfellow (Suzuki). 

Jim Landrebe (Dunedin) won two of 
the three races in the C class on his new 
250 Honda. 

A. Sintes (Christchurch) confirmed 
his placing as the South Island's No. 1 
125cc rider with three convincing.wins 
on his Suzuki. Runner-up on every 
occasion was G. Udy (Invercargill), also 
on a Suzuki. 


Ashburton’s Ross Horsburgh manhandles his 250 Honda up a tricky climb. 


ERS WAIHOLA BOG 


Results were:— 


125cc — First race 

A. Sintes (Christchurch) Suzuki 1; 

G. Udy (Invercargill) Suzuki 2; J. Twaddle 
(Dunedin) Benelli, 3. 

SECOND RACE: A. Sintes 1, G. Udy 2, 
P. Newbold (Christchurch) Suzuki 3, 
THIRD RACE: A. Sintes, 1; G. Udy 2; 

T. Frame (Christchurch), Suzuki 3. 


C Grade 

FIRST RACE: J. Landrebe (Dunedin) 
Honda 1; C. McInnes (Mosgiel), Honda 2; 
P. Walton (Invercargill) Suzuki 3. 
SECOND RACE: J. Landrebe 1; W. 
Calder (Dunedin) Honda 2; S. McLellan 
(Oamaru), Suzuki 3, 

THIRD RACE: G. Reid (Invercargill) CZ 
1; J. Landrebe 2; W. Calder 3. 


B. Grade 

FIRST RACE: G. Goodfellow (Dunedin) 
Suzuki 1; R. Hill (Invercargill) Yamaha 2; 
B. France (Christchurch) Suzuki 3. 
SECOND RACE: R. Hill 1; B. France 2. 
THIRD RACE: R. Hill 1; 8. France 2; 
G. Goodfellow 3. 


A. Grade 

FIRST GRADE:R. Horsburgh (Ashburton) 
Honda 1; R. Austin (Ashburton) Suzuki 2; 
J. Shand (Masgiel), Honda 3; 

SECOND RACE: R. Horsburgh 1; R. 
Austin 2; J. Shand 3, 

THIRD RACE: R. Horsburgh 1, R. Austin 
2; J.Shand 3. 


by Rod Dew 








First N.Z. 


A genuine American-style enduro 
event, the first in New Zealand, is to 
be held in the Waikato on January 20. 
It will be known as the Raglan Enduro 
and will be held over three laps of a 
tough 52-mile circuit comprising approxi- 
mately five miles of seal, 32 miles of 
gravel and clay roads and 15 miles of 
bush and cross-country trails. The 
organiser, Roy Long, has been in contact 
with the Lansing Motor-cycle Club in 
Michigan, U.S.A., which promotes the 


- guide for enduro riders, are available 


Enduro 


legendary “Jackpine Enduro”, and the 
Raglan event will be run along similar 
lines. A-lot of interest has been stirred 
up in the little seaside town of Raglan. 
The event will start and: finish in the 
middle of town and the riders will also 
be clocking in there once a lap. Entry 
forms for the event, plus a copy of a 





from Roy Long, 70 Aurora Terrace, 
Hamilton. 





NEW RACE CIRCUIT? 


The tremendous power of modern 
multi-cylinder machines has forced the 
North Taranaki Motorcycle Club to 
abandon plans for re-opening.the old four- 
mile Tikorangi road racing circuit, near 
Waitara. 

The club decided that small but lethal 
bumps in the seal, and the speed potential 
of the circuit would present unacceptable 
safety hazards for both riders and 


spectators. . 
Club president Don O'Connor: “Some 


bikes would nit 150 mph on the straights 

literally take off on the bumps. Some of 

the corners at the end of the straights 

are very sharp and we figured these would 

also be dangerous due to restricted approach 
isibility..” 

Se eae closed in 1954 due to 

dwindling spectator interest, ran around 

a roughly square-shaped link-up of long 

(up to a mile) straight county roads. 

In its heyday 20 years ago, it was a 
must on the racing calendar for com- 
petition riders, including names like Rod 
Coleman and Syd Jensen. 

It was safe in those days for bikes 
that had difficulty getting over the ton, 
even with a fairly rough surface that 
included half a mile of loose metal. 
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Stan Corbett and the rest of the New 
Zealand sidecar crews will be joined by a 
couple of Australian outfits this season. 
Max Brazenhall and Brian Holmes are 
bringing their outfits here and are sure to 


The NTMC, one of the few major clubs 
without its own road circuit, has been 
looking for a suitable venue since the 
sealed street circuit at Paritutu was closed 
in 1968 when increasing industrial develop- 
ments in the area created access difficulties 
for emergency services on race days. 

The club has not given up hope yet, 
however. Discussions have been held with 
city authorities on the possibility of 
setting up a street circuit in the central 
city area. Without success so far, but one 
thing the NTMC does not lack is optimism. 


add to the general air of excitement 
surrounding road racing. Max races 750cc 
and 900ce Triumphs while Brian will 

pilot a Honda 750 outfit. 


Gary Watson, who has been missing 


of his Kawasaki 750’s motor in practice at 
Blenheim, sold his immaculately-prepared 
outfit to South Islander Ivan Clarke who 
first raced it at the Ruapuna meeting on 
November 11. Now Gary has plans to 
build a monocoque outfit powered by 
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_SIDECARS: 


from the chair scene since he threw.a rod out 







New Zealand's top sidecar combination so far, this season, Stan Corbett, Stu Forbes and:the Suzuki 
750, will be challenged by some Aussie outfits later this year. 


another ‘Kwaka‘ 750 which he bought 
minus carbs for a measly $75.00. The 
outfit will stand 20” high and weigh only 
300lbs complete by Gary's reckoning 
and should be ready well before the start 
of next season. Gary’s brother Clive will 
naturally be in charge of its construction. 
Meantime, Gary has arranged to act as 
ballast for Wayne Coughlan’s new outfit 
which is just about ready to grace the 
circuits, Chairing is a new venture for 
Wayne who is better known for his 
exploits on a production bike but he's 
confident of putting up a good showing. 
The outfit is another of Clive Watson's 
efforts and the powerplant is — you've 
guessed it — a Kawasaki 750. First 
appearance of the combination is sched- 
uled for the Porirua GP on December 3. 
Yet another chairman to go the Kawsaki 
750 way is Napier’s Rod Clayton, Rod's 
outfit was powered by a Triumph 6T 
motor of 1957 vintage but he recently 
bought a pranged ‘Kwaka’ and is now 
busily transplanting the motor. 
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Landrebe wins S.I. 


Quarter 





Her Honda 175 stripped down and fitted with 
straight pipes, one of the few women compe! 
tors at the championships, Dunedin's Diane 


Hellyer, gets right down to it. 


After setting a New Zealand 350cc standing 

Quarter mile record, Jim Landrebe upped the 
gearing on his water-cooled Yamaha and this 
was the result, 


Landrebe’s time of 11.70s bettered his 
Previous 350cc record of 12.18s, and also 
the New Zealand outright standard of 
11.99s set by another Dunedin rider, 
John Martin, on a Triumph 650, earlier 
this year. 

Running his Yamaha with a lengthened 
swinging arm and struts, but without the 
fairing, Landrebe set the record on his 
first run. In later runs he upped the gear- 
ing, but, as the photo shows, had trouble 
keeping the front wheel on the ground 
coming off the line. 

Veteran motorcyclist Bert Munro 
travelled up from Invercargill for the 
meeting but was dogged by mechanical 
problems in his unique Velocette 600. 

The open class resulted in a win for 
Paul Wright on his Kawasaki 900 with a 
time of 12.82s. In later unofficial runs, 
Wright got his time down to 12.58s. 
Second was another Kawasaki 900, riden 
by Louis Grey (12.97s). 

John Martin had rather a disappointing 
day on his super-charged Triumph 650. 
However, his fastest time of 12.54s was 
still good enough to win the 750cc class 
from Kelvin Hellyer, who rode a modified 
Honda 750, 

Trevor Twaddle and his tweaked 
Kawasaki 500 were easy winners of the 
500cc class with a 13.23s run. Second, 
and more than 1s behind, was R. Nichol 
on a Suzuki 500. 

The 350cc class was, as expected, a 
Yamaha benefit. Landrebe, naturally 
enough, won the title, with John Penno, 
on an RD360, taking second place from a 
similarly mounted rider, Murray McKay. 

Tony Limburg (Yamaha 250) won the 
250cc class with Peter Anderson, on a 
Bultaco scrambler, second and Diane, 
Hellyer (Honda 175) third. 

Only one competitor raced in the 125 
cc class and that was Malcolm Taylor ona 
Suzuki 125. 

Class Results were:~ 


125cc — M. Taylor (Suzuki 125) 21.72s, 


th. 
250cc — T. Limburg (Yamaha 250) 15. 
56s, 1; P. Anderson (Bultaco 250) 16.49s, 
2; D. Hellyer (Honda 175) 17.50s, 3. 
350cc — J, Landrebe (Yamaha 350) 
11.70s, 1; J. Penno (Yamaha 350) 14.55s, 
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2; M. McKay (Yamaha 350) 14.67s, 3. 
500cc — T. Twaddle (Kawasaki 500) 
13.23s, 1; R. Nichol (Suzuki 500) 14.31s, 

2; A. Bland (Honda 450) 14.51s, 3. 
750cc — J. Martin (Triumph 650) 14, 
51s, 1; K. Hellyer (Honda 750) 13.20s, 2; 
G. Martin (Honda 750) 13.36s, 3. 
Open — P. Wright (Kawasaki 900) 12. 
82s, 1; L. Grey (Kawasaki 900) 12.97s, 2. 


Andrews’ 
tour 


British trials ace Mick Andrews is 
coming to New Zealand, courtesy of 
Yamaha, for a flying visit in early 
December. The former European trials 
champion was the brains behind the 
development of Yamahas trial mount, the 
TY250, and while he is here he will be 
giving trials demonstrations in Auckland, 
Hamilton, Wellington and Christchurch. 
He then heads off to Australia, Mick will 
arrive in Auckland on Saturday December 

S direct from the UK. On the same day 
he will give a demonstration then it's 
down to Hamilton for a demo on the 
ninth, Wellington on the 10th and 
Christchurch on the 11th, That's what 
you call a real flying visit! 
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have just returned from England 
aa Australia on what | would say was 
my most successful tour of all, gaining 
quite prominent placings in all 125 
250 and 500 British Championships, 
3rd, 4th and 5th respectively. 

You would probably remember 
when | was out here in New Zealand last 
season on Bob Coleman’s Suzuki's. At 
that time you may have thought that | 
had an easy ride to win, perhaps so, but 
this season | think will be much harder for 
me. | know | will have to get down to 
some serious racing, meaning one thing, 
that the riders have progressed since my 
last visit. Good on you chaps keep it up. 

Seriously though, | think the standard 
of riding has boomed which is just what 
the sport needs in N.Z. One rider for 
instance is young Peter Boyle from 
Wellington who really screwed his 
Suzukis on at the Wellington Grass track 
on Sunday November 18th, a vast 
difference from last year when | saw him 
ride. | only hope he can keep it up 
because you never know he could be the 
tops here and overseas. 

With five years of riding experience in 
Europe | find the comparison of tracks 
very similar to these in New Zealand. 
Tracks like the New Plymouth (Beach 
Road), Woodville and Devils Drop 
(Wanganui), are possibly as good tracks 
as you would find throughout the World 
of Moto-cross. 

Of course they aren’t as long as the 
European circuits and don’t have the 
colourful banners or the cheering crowds 
but never mind that will come later we 
hope, when promoters step in and do it! 
all professionally. But anyway, the sport 
‘is still very young and with the way 
moto-cross is continuing to grow it will 
not be long before it has grown into a 
professional sport with promoters as in 
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Miller calls the tune 


Europe and U.S.A. 

| was fortunate enough to be invited 
to Australia on my way out heré from 
England to do two months racing for a 
dealer out there. | find that they have a 
problem with too many riders and,not 
enough meetings to cater for all these 
riders, which is a sad story on the organising 
side, But now they are promoting the 
meetings professionally and with better 
organisation all round, it will overcome 
the problem almost immediately. 

Incidentally, | ran into a little problem 
at a Sydney meeting 3 weeks ago my last 
appearance in Australia before departing 
to New Zealand. It was all caused over 
starting proceedure’s. 

In Australia they have what is called a 
“hand on helmet start’ and at this meeting 
every race on the programme was a “hand 
on helmet’ except for one race — the big 
race which was a clutch start. Well, 
apparently | was the only rider not to 
know about this, and here’s me on the 
line with my hand on the helmet while 
all the other riders had theirs on their 
clutch, anyway, the flag went up and the 
Tace was away to the first bend while | 
was still on the line fuming about the crazy 
starting system. 

To cut a long story short, | protested 
but lost and had to continue racing unless 
| fated a suspension (ban). | think this 
sort of thing is ridiculous and only hope 
that things like that don’t happen in this 
country, UP THE HAND ON HELMET. 
START. 

Anyway that just about sums everything 
up for a while so until next letter good 
riding and reading. 5 


See you around. 
1) Millery 
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RANDY ROMPS HOME IN 
CASTROL MOTO CROSS 


English international Randy Owen 
victory in the New Brighton club's 
dusty conditions on the spectacular 


Christchurch. 


Now in his third visit to New Zealand, 
Owen showed that he still had a few 
lessons in rough riding to hand out to the 
best of the local talent by dominating all 
three half-hour legs of the moto-cross. 

The only New Zealand rider capable 
of matching his performance, Ivan Miller, 
had problems with his 400 Suzuki and 
failed to complete any of the three 
legs. For a few brief minutes at the 
start of each leg Miller showed some of 
the ability which gained him fourth rank- 
ing in Britain last northern season. 

In the first leg he stayed right with 
Owen for four laps before a high speed 
miss in his engine forced him to drop out. 
He didn't even complete a lap of the 
second heat, spilling off as he tried to go 
underneath the Englishman on a right- 
angle bend. He wasn't hurt but decided 
against continuing. . 

Another spill on the second lap of the 
final leg ended his hopes of gaining some 
honour. He was right on Owen's tail 
as they crossed a particularly tricky 
section of reverse hillside camber and the 
Wheels of the Suzuki slid out from 
beneath the New Zealander without 
warning. 

After the meeting he apologised for his 
disappointing showing but was quick to 
praise Owen. “‘He really rode well. He 
deserved to win.”” 


Family Affair 

The meeting proved to be almost a 
family affair. Randy's younger brother, 
Rowley, riding a smaller 250 Yamaha, 
had little difficulty keeping ahead of the 
rest of the opposition to finish runner-up 
in all three legs and on aggregate. 

But it was Randy Owen who was the 
man of the meeting. He showed scant 
regard for the strength sapping heat as 
he ploughed through the sea of swirling 
dust to retain an Unbeaten record. Not 
once did he put a foot wrong and at the 
end of each of the three legs he was 
more than a clear half-minute ahead of 
brother Rowley. 

In fact, so great was his superiority that 
in each of the races he lapped everybody 
except Rowley and the top Kiwi rider 
on the day, Ashburton’s Ross Horsburgh 
(250 Honda). Although well beaten, 
Horsburgh showed tremendous consist- 
ency and his three third placings were 
well deserved. 


Fighting Spirit 
Now only 18 with a bright future 
ahead, Horsburgh’s fighting qualities were 


' very much in evidence in the final leg. 


After settling into third place on the 
opening laps, he was successfully challen- 
ged for the placing by Wellington’s Peter 
Boyle (400 Suzuki). For a lap Boyle 
managed to hang on to third before 
Horsburgh blasted through. 

Then in the middle stages of the race 
fellow Ashburton rider Roger Austin 
(250 Honda), just returned from racing 
speedway in Britain, caught first Boyle 
and then swept past Horsburgh into third 
place. Again Horsburgh called on his 
sfeserves and after a tremendous tussle 
won back his third placing. 
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powered his 360 Yamaha to a splendid 


Castrol moto-cross, held in hot and 
Ogg’s Farm circuit at Tai Tapu, near 
He gradually worked his way clear 

of Austin but then a new threat reared 


its ugly head. Randy Owen was right on 
his tail. 


Report: Rod Dew 
Pictures: Brian Hopping 


Right: 

Kiwi international Ivan Miller (400 Suzuki) 
during the first log of tha Castrol moto-cross 
before his luck ran out, 


Two former national champions — Alister Sabiston (500 El Sab) on the left and David Burns (250 
Honda) on the right. 





The thought of being lapped obviously 
didn't appeal to him but on the thirteenth 
lap Owen slipped past. A lesser \rider 
would have accepted this but Horsburgh 
rallied superbly and with the crowd on 
its toes he scratched his way past Owen 
to complete the race without being lapped. 

Before the meeting Owen-had criticised 
Organisers for providing circuits which 
were too easy but he had no complaints 
about the testing nature of Ogg’s Farm. 
“| was just about shattered by the end of 
that last leg’. he gasped. ‘You couldn't 
get it any tougher. It was a pity that 
there was so much dust, especially fot 
the spectators’. 

The’ three half-hour legs of the moto- 
cross all followed similar patterns. In the 
first Ivan Miller electrified the big crowd 
by leading up the big hill just after the 
start. Randy then edged in front and 
Rowley settled into third with Horsburgh 
astern in fourth place. 

Peter Boyle dropped dut of the running 
on the third lap when his fuel tank came 
off and on the fourth lap Ivan Miller 
retired. Rowley Owen and Horsburgh 
moved up one placing and there were 
fo further changes among the leaders 
until the end. Roger Austin turned in a 
workmanlike performance for fourth 
place. 

In the second leg Miller and Randy 


Owen tore away from the rest of the 
field at the start. Then, with half the 
first. lap gone, Miller poked his front 
wheel inside Owen, it hit the Englishman’s 
rear wheel afd the big Kiwi hope tumbled 
to the ground. 


Clear Leader 


That left Randy a clear leader, Rowley 
in second place and Horsburgh third. 
They stayed that way until the finish. 
John Nichols (Christchurch) rode a fine 
race on his 250 Kawasaki to hold down 
fourth place for thirteen laps before 
engine failure put him out and allowed 
“former national open champion Robert 
Happer (Dunsandel) to take fourth place 
prize money. 

Miller was first out the gate in the 
final leg but out-dragged up the first 
steep climb by Randy Owen. On the 
second lap the New Zealander slid off on 
a nasty section of reverse camber and that 
was the end of the meeting for him. 
Once again the two Englishmen were firm- 
ly settled in the first two places and they 
stayed there until the finish. 

The chief interest was in the efforts of 
Horsburgh to hang on to third place and 
to stay on the same lap as the leader. 
That he succeeded in both was a credit 
to his rugged determination. 

Although they were not particularly 
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Prominent, there were some outstanding 
riders of yesteryear in the field. Former 


national champion Graeme Stapleton 
(Christchurch) was having his first scram- 
bles ride for six months on a 250 Kawasaki. 
He has been concentrating on speedway 
in Britain where he has been a heat leader 
for the famous Wimbleton "Dons". 

Two other former New Zealand 
champions, Paul Doecke and Dave Burns, 


. were also in the field. Doecke is back in 


the sport after a six-week break recovering 
from injuries received in a crash and 
Burns is racing again this season after a 
relatively long absence. He was once one 
of New Zealand's most successful inter- 
national riders and spent a large part of 
the 1960s racing in Europe. 

TA!-TAPU RESULTS 


Results of the Castrol moto-cross were: 


FIRST HALF HOUR LEG 
Randy Owen (England) 360 Yamaha 
Rowley Owen (England) 250 Yamaha 
R. Horsburgh (Ashburton) 250 Honda 

* R. Austin (Ashburton) 250 Honda 


SECOND HALF HOUR LEG 

Randy Owen 1 Rowley Owen 

Horsburgh 3 R. Happer 400CZ 
(Dunsandel) 


THIRD HALF HOUR LEG 


Randy Owen 1 RowleyOwen 
Horsburgh 3 Austin 


AGGREGATE POINTS AND PLACINGS 
Randy Owen 45 pts 1 Rowley Owen 


an 20Nn= 


an 


Horsburgh 393. Happer 
P. Doecke (Christchurch) 400 Suzuki 
Austin 


A. Sabiston (Chch) 500 El Sab 
G. Norris (Chch) 360 Yamaha 
G. Stapleton (Chch) 250 Kawasaki 
D. Bums (Chch) 250 Honda 


OTHER RESULTS : — 
SEAVIEW SCRATCH 
{6 Laps — up to 250cc) 


BEBBRASH 
Sad aGeN 


) 


Horsburgh 1 
L. Ross (Christchurch) 250 Honda 2 
J. Nichols (Christchurch) *250 Kawasaki 3 
NEWBRIGHTON SCRATCH 

(6 Laps — 250cc to Open) 

W. Lambess (Masterton) 500 Yamaha 1 
Happer 2 
D.Sincock (Christchurch) 250 Kawasaki 3 
EASTERBROOK SCRATCH 

(6 Laps — Up to 200cc) 

A. Sintes (Christchurch) 125 Suzuki i 
P. Newbold (Christchurch) 125 Suzuki 2 
R. Udy (Invercargill) 3 
TAI TAPU OPEN 

(6 Laps) 

Sintes 1 
A. Jackson (Christchurch) 125 Honda 2 
A. Bool (Christchurch) 250 C.Z. 3 


HOON HAY SCRATCH 

(6 Laps — Open) 

G. Goodfellow (Dunedin) 250 Suzuki 
L.Harvey (Christchurch) 125 Suzuki 2 


HALSWELL SCRATCH 

(6 Lops — Open) 

J, Penny (Christchurch) 400 Maico. 1 
H. Gregory (Masterton) 441 B.S.A. 2 
Goodfellow 3 


KAWASAKI SPARES 
PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Norjo motors 


1239 Riccarton Road, Christchurch 
elephone: 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


HONDA SPARES 


FOR ALL MODELS UP TO 100cc 
PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


~Norjo motors 
1834 Colombo Street, Christchurch 


Telephone: 50-172 L.M.V.D. 
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|f Honda was to be given a motto it 
could well be “if we haven't a bike to suit 
you, then you don’t like riding bikes." 
Honda have at this time, approximately 
thirty models, ranging from two delightful 
mini-bikes to the 750-4 superbike. 

On Monday November 12, Blue Wing 
Honda officially released five new models 
to the riding public, NZMCN along with 
other press representatives was invited the 
week before to a preview, The models 
shown here are! two stroke models, the 
Elsinore MT250 and 125, XL 175 (4 
stroke) and two mini-bikes, the QA5O and 
the Z50A minitrail. 

Although only a brief period was avail- 


able in which to evaluate the bikes, certain- 


The XL175 four stroke and the MT250 and 125 
two strokes, which Honda describe as gentled 
version of the Honda CR series machines. 
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DAVIES 


lasting impressions were left by all models, 
in fact some seem to possess a personality 
of their own. 

Both of the two stroke models and the 
XL 175 could be called vari-bikes, in that 
they are so designed as to double as either 
street or trail bikes. Although the bikes 
were ridden in off-road conditions, they 
demonstrated their versatility admirably. 
First the bikes were ridden in a paddock 
with a slight rise but plenty of flat running 
and secondly over, what could virtually 
double in places as a motor-cross course. 

As with all two strokes, the MT125 
and 250 showed plenty of power, demon- 
strating that they are indeed derived 
from CR Motor-cross racers that have 





In the foreground the QA5O minibike and the 
Z50A minitrail. 


FOR AL 


done so well for Honda. With such a 
thoroughbred background of develop- 
ment the.MT series have, of necessity been 
pawered-back or “gentled”’, to use Honda 
terminology, for everyday use. With a ton 
of throttle, both these models took al! 
that was thrown in front of them in their 
stride, including one long slope that would 
have been steeper than 45°. However one 
of the:two strokes took a bit of a 
hammering at the hands of a couple of 
“press boys’. 

The bike that really impressed was the 
XL175, with its four stroke smoothness, 
It lost nothing in the rough going, although 
lacked the raw power of the two strokes 
and obviously would be ideally suited to 
street riding also, This particular model 
should prove a big seller for Honda, The 
Honda management say that a further 
XL series bike, the 350, will be available 
early ‘74. 

Now on to the mini-bikes. These are 


really. delightful.and.although very small, 
they aneueine omity ue eommdored tan 


bikes, Both are very peppy, especially the 
'Z50A Minitrail which was surprising for 
the rugged conditions which it could 
actually handle. This model has fold- 
away handle bars which allow it to be 
placed inmost car boots. An automatic 
clutch is a feature shared by these models, 
making them easy to ride, in fact almost 
anyone could leap on and ride off. 
Comprehensive road impressions 
(will be published over the next few issues. 
Blue Wing Honda, as the New Zealand 
Company is named, obviously went to some 
trouble with this release and NZMCN 
congratulates them on a first class idea 
well carried out. 





Prices: MT250 $1086.00 
MT125 $ 799.00 
XL175 $ 889.00 
QA50 
Mini-Bike $ 299.00 
Z50A Minitrail 364.00 
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Honda’s minitrail Z60A, with handlebars up for 
, riding. 
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It's difficult to evaluate a motor cycle 
properly after having ridden it for only 20- 
odd miles and over the period of a couple 
of hours, particularly when it is brand 
new. Performance figures cannot be 
obtained, for obvious reasons; if it is 
ridden only during the day the effective- 
ness of the lights cannot be assessed. 

There are 101 points about the motor 

cycle which should have been jotted 

down, recorded for posterity, but which 
remain secretly within the machine as it 

is dutifully returned to the showroom floor. 

With some motor cycles it is necessary 
to gather all the little details like how 
fast it will go in every gear, does it start 
easily on a cold morning, do the blinkers 
work and other trivia, because that is 
what the motor cycle is made up of — 
trivia. Others, very few others, have an 
aura about them which emanates from 
their bowels envelopes the rider and 
makes him think “This isa REAL 

* motor cycle, by God!"’ The aura may 
be misleading, a cruel figment of a 
demented imagination, whereupon the 
rider is doomed to a pathetic life of 
self-deceit. 

The five-speed Triumph Trident is one 
of the very few. And by God it’s a real 
motor cycle . oflamdoomed .. . 

What the hell if it leaks oil from the 
pushrod covers! (Energy crisis? What 
energy crisis?) So what if the reflector 
from the side of the oil cooler fell off 
before it had done 10 miles? The fact 
that there is an oil cooler for the reflect- 
or to fall from is something to be grateful 
for. 

And the sound (music?) coming from 
those two long, beautifully-shaped 
mufflers. It more than makes up for the 
stiff clutch. (What's that whining noise?) 

And the brakes. Even in their newness 
they possess the ability to stop a 460 Ib 


HONDA 


(New) (New) 
MT 250 MT 125 

















HP/RPM 23/6500 13/7000 
cc. 248 123 248 


‘Configuration 2 stroke 2 stroke 












Weight 260 Ibs 211 Ibs 
HP/LB 0.0885 .0625 154 
$1086 $799 = 









Price 





CR 250M 


33/7500 


2stroke . 
piston port piston port piston port piston port stroke single stroke single 


single single single single single single 
Transmission Sspeed  Sspeed § Sspeed  Gspeed Sspeed Si speed 
Frame Semi-double semi-double semi-double semi-double semi-double semi-double 

cradle steel cradle steel cradle cradle cradle cradle 

pipe pipe chomemoly chromemoly pipe pipe 


tubular 
214 Ibs 


animal straining to be freed from its leash 
— safely and firmly. Even if the rear 
brake pedal does need adjusting. 3 

And the handling. Ah, yes, the handling. 
One doesn’t handle a Trident, one : 
merely rides it and leaves the handling in 
its capable hands. Rather like driving a 
train or to be more exact a Flying Scots- 
man or Mallard or some other such 
famous express, Definitely not the 6.30 
pm Goods-to-Woodville-type, 

What else is there? Of course, the 
power plant. Three all-alloy pots each of 
250cc with the central pot exhaust Pipe 
branching out to join its neighbours 
immediately after leaving the head. Three 
Amal concentric carburettors to pump in 
the juice from the 4% gal reservoir 
gripped between your knees. An unstagger- 
ing 53.4 maximum horsepower (Cycle 
Magazine, December ‘72) at about 7,400 
rpm. Nothing spectacular below about 
4,000 rpm but after that hang onto the 
well-placed handlebars and make sure 
you're pointed in the right direction, 
Don’t forget there are now five ratios in 
that box and the change is on the right 
side too (pun! !) . . Ratios beautifully 
spaced but oh, that clutch! The strongest 
left wrist in the land and no chance of 
changing hands (Still can't figure out that 
whining noise) 

Suspension firm, extraordinarily firm; 
so is the seat butit’s |-o-n-g. Room 
enough for three? Maybe not, but 
certainly for two big ones. 

Steering rock steady; come hell or high 
water or Wellington winds it stays true and 
doesn't waver. 

Riding position excellen’ for high speed 
work and touring; natural lean into the 
wind. (NZMCN rider — height 6'2", 
weight 11 stone — whistle thin). One 
problem, the footpegs are a bit low. No 


Cont. on p.15, 
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22/9500 15/8500 20/8000 
123 173 248 


2stroke OHC 4 OHC4 












tubular 
178 Ibs 239 Ibs 278 Ibs 
124 .0630 072 

= $899 - 
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€ NEED WE SAY MORE. 


by Bob Northrop 





























‘So what if the reflector is missing and the motor 
leaks oil. 

























This is the 2 stroke that's taken 
the world by storm - the new 250cc 
Elsinore. Lightest, strongest, fastest 
production racing bike in its class. One 

problem. You've got to be an expert before you 

even touch it. But from the CR series Honda have devel- 
oped the MT's with full instrumentation, lights, high 
tucked in muffler and other features for road and rough 
Find out what's within your reach at your nearest 
Honda dealer, 
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Yamaha RD250 


THE REFINED 


TRADITIONALIST 


A sports motor cycle is traditionally 
one which combines exhilarating per- 
formance with optimum handling and 
braking even if such qualities come at the 
expense of such virtues as comfort and 
adaptability. In recent years sports 
machines have generally become less 
specialised and more refined with wider 
appeal 

Yamaha's latest medium weight, the 
RD250, may not be a traditionalist, it too 
has benefitted from the refining process, 

“but it goes, stops and handles like a 
thoroughbred, Yet it accepts the roles 
of commuting and touring with little 
complaint. 

\t could be reasonably argued that the 
RD250 js more of a scaled-down RD350 
than a refined DS7, which the RD replaces, 
But this would be unfair because although 
the RD250 is basically the same as its 
popular big brother (only the paint job, 
bore diameter and rear tyre size differ) it 
somehow retains its own personality. 

For a start its clean and purposeful 
appearance attracts attention wherever 
it goes. At the test model's first public 
appearance in the pits at the Ruapuna 
face meeting on November 11, the RD250 
seemed to generate more interest than 
many of the racing machines close by. 
Maybe it was due to the unusual speckled 
brown paintwork or maybe it was the new 
front disc brake. Whatever caused it the 
interest lingered after the initial curiosity. 

Needless to say the power characteristics 
of the 247cc two-stroke twin motor differ 
from those of the 347. The RD250 
produces its maximum power, a claimed 
30 hp, at 7,500rpm which is 1,000 rem 
short of the red line. Maximum torque 
is rached at 7,000 rpm. In practical terms 
this means that you can forget about 
yanking open the throttle below about 
3,000 rpm as the motor-is likely to 
quietly and smoothly haemorrhage 
internally. 

Ata steady 4,500 rpm the motor 

burbles away quite contentedly.. Opening 
We throttle sends the tachometer needle 


Thinking of Production Racing? 


Thinking of 
PRODUCTION RACING? 


T 
WE HAVE THE BES eee oa 


CALL AND SEE KEITH WILLIAMS AT 


Road Trials?- 


slowly to around 5,200 rpm at which point 
the 30 horses are growing restless. At 
5,500 rpm a peculiar howl emits from the 
two exhausts only to be left behind a couple 
of hundred rpm {ater as the needle 

hurtles towards the red. The revs climb so 
fast from 5,800 that the time it takes to 
shift the gear lever seems painfully slow in 
comparison. Up to 8,000 the motor is still 
pulling strongly but with six close ratio 
gears to play with it is not necessary to 
Push it to the limit and changing through 
the gears at about 7,500 rpm will keep the 
RD sufficiently on the boil to push it 
forward very quickly. 

Top speed of the RD250 is very much a 
matter of prevailing circumstances but the 
11-stone NZMCN rider, semi-crouched 
and with a steady tail wind, was astonished 
to see 100 miles per hour appear on the 
speedo several hundred rpm short of the 
tachometer’s red patch. Allowing for 
speed inaccuracy we see no reason to doubt 
the makers’ claimed top speed of 150 
km/hr (95 mph) plus. 

The Yamaha owner's manual recomm- 
ends cruising al three-quarters throttle 
opening or 6,000rpm whichever comes 
first. In top gear 6,000rpm represents an 
indicated 75 mph with plenty of power 
in reserve. For a 250 that's not a bad 
cruising speed. At 5,000rpm the rider is 
travelling al a respectable 60 mph. 
Heading into a strong wind a change down 
to fifth results in 60 mph-cruising at 
5,000 rpm. 

Quick acceleration is assisted by a 
slight clutch but on the test model a 
false neutral was found too often for our 
liking. This could have been simply a 
matter of clutch adjustment. Otherwise 
the clutch worked well and cog-swapping 
was a pleasure. 

In city traffic, especially when a 
Passenger is aboard, starting off seen 
becomes a tricky excercise. Despite the 
low first gear ratio, clutch slip is required 
with two medium-sized people aboard 


and. in heavy traffic this:soor=takesiits 
toll with the clutch losing much of its 


— 
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admirably. The 10%" front disc brake, 
ew to the Yamaha 250 range, is light to 
use yet is progressive and extremely 
powerful once it has bedded down. The 
rear drum brake is more sensitive and can 
easily be made to lock the rear wheel, 


feel — either in or out but nothing in 
between, Once out of these conditions 
the clutch soon returns to its normal 
operation, 

A motor cycle's performance is only 
as usable as its brakes and handling allow 
and in this respect the RD250 shapes up 

Front stopper of the 
10%" disc. 


RD250 is a beauty — 3 











TRAIL BIKE PRICES» 
Com 


t eR 
| SLASHILD: 









=~ 75 











, in WHITE'S ereat great 
Summer Trail Bike offer 


Check These Great Great Savings... 





DI3/250 


UES WAS $1070 WAS $650 Fe 
NOW $1070 NOW $970 NOW $595. .° 


SAVE $100] SAVE $100 | SAVE $55 


PLUS! FREE RIDING TUITION FROM 
THE GREAT GREAT GUYS AT 


WHITES MOTORCYCLES, 


RT3/360 113/100 








LMVD. 
Yamaha — Triumph. 
267 BROADWAY, NEWMARKET. PHONE 548-063 
DOORS CRASH OPEN 8.00 A.M. MONDAY — FRIDAY 











However, used intelligently the two 
stoppers together can haul up the 310 Ib 
machine in such a short distance that one 
must doubt the accuracy of the factory- 
quoted figures of 46ft. at 30 mph. 

Handling, also, is first class. The RD 
was ridden on what must be one of 
New Zealand's best motor cycling roads — 
the road between Picton and Christchurch 
—and inspired complete confidence from 
the tester. The race-bred double cradle 
frame provides maximum rigidity and is 
totally free of flexing. With the rear 
shock absorbers set on the stiffest of their 
three positions the ride is firm, even 
harsh, but there is no'wallowing at the 
back end. The rider need not worry 
about any ‘weird’ handling characteristics 
and can devote his attention to choosing 
the best time. Even if he’s wrong the 
Yamaha will probably forgive him. 

Steering is very light, especially 
noticeable at low speeds, The front wheel 
also has a slight tendency to flit over 
ripples, a condition which could be due 
to the type of fork oil or front tyre. 
Whatever the cause it does not seriously 
affect handling. 

Ground clearance is no problem when 
riding solo and the bike has to be leaned 
over a good way before the centre stand 
meets the ground. 

More extreme cornering angles could 
no doubt be obtained by removing the 
stand and fitting more expensive tyres 
but for normal use these measures are 
unnecessary and the Yokohama tyres cope 
adequately. 

So the RD250 makes the grade as a 
fine medium weight sports machine. It 
likes to be kept on the boil. In 1900 
kilometers the only additional costs, 
apart from the 300 and 600 mile check- 


ups were the replacement of the spark 
Plugs at just under 300 kilomters, 

True to sports machine tradition the 
Yamaha has a hard seat which becomes 
Quite unpleasant after an hour or so of 
riding. On the other hand the riding 
Position is definitely not sporting; itis 
the one contradiction to the machine's 
Personality. The handlebars are high and 
wide and they encourage the rider to Perch 
himself at the very front of the seat where 
it is narrow as well as hard, Sitting further 
back on the seat one discovers the seat 
strap which is of neither use nor Ornament 

Although the RD250 likes to be driven 
reasonably hard it is not averse to medium 
Tange touring or daily go-to-work duties, 

Petrol consumption while touring at 
between 55 and 60 miles per hour worked 
Out at about 62 miles to the gallon, 
which is about the best one can expect of 
itat any time. The petrol tank holds 
3% gallons, We are.unable to give oil 
consumption figures as it did not need any 
between services, but the checking 
involves only peering through the 
level window on the left-hand side panel 
or with-drawing the dipstick beside the 
filler under the seat. One point about the 
fuel cock: when the knob itself points 
forward (towards the reserve mark) the fuel 
isturned OFF and vice versa, The 
tap is of the type which has a dot Punched 
in it as an indicator: point the DOT 
towards reserve and you're not likely to 
wonder (like we did) why you stopped 


for no apparent reason, in the middle of 


nowhere, in the middle of the night, with 
what seemed like half a tank full of gas. 

The 12-volt electrical syste! provides 
a full beam which is long and penetrating 
but which is biased toward the left. The 
tail light is large and easily seen, 


There are two light control switches, 
One a master switch which is operated by 
the right thumb and the other dip/main 
beam Switch operated by the left thumb. 
An annoyingly bright main beam warning 
light is housed in the matt black instru- 
Ment console at the fork crown, along 
with the ignition switch, brake light 
warning, indicator warning lights, speedo 
on the leftalibrated in kilometers with 
mph painted in yellow on top) and 
tachometer and neutral indicator on the 
right. After the run-in,period the neutral 
light is hardly necessary as neutral is easy 
to locate. 

The horn button, however, is somewhat 
harder to find in the heat of the moment 
itis needed. |t, too is operated by the 
left thumb but is very small and is just 
above the headlamp flasher button. 

The battery, air filter and tool-kit are 
housed under the lockable flip-top seat. 
In fact for all round ease of maintenance 
the RD250 must be hard to beat. 

During the test it would start first 
kick (there's no electric starter) when 
warm and second kick when cold. 

At $1040 the RD250 is worth consider- 
ing by anyone who is looking for a light, 
refined sports motor cycle which will be 
in its element on open highways or 
twisting country roads but which will 
still perform its day-to-day duties without 
fuss or bother: which will take him on 
long week-end trips or fo the winner's 
circle in class production racing, 

Ironically, the biggest sales handicap 
of the RD250 will probably be the machine 
on which it was modelled — the RD350, 
for an extra $100 the same package with 
more flexible performance. But that's 
enough to make altogether another 
motor cycle, 





SCRAMBLES COURSE FOR EVERYONE 


CORNER HIGH STREET AND PRETORIA ST! 


Finding and holding a gyod scrambling 
circuit handy to home base must be the 
aim of every motorcycle club that doesn't 
have a circuit, and the aim of many that do. 

Thus, the good fortune that fell into 
the lap of the North Taranaki Motorcycle 
Club last year, must be the envy of 
virtually every club in the country. 

About the time that the communily , 
was thirsting for motorcyclists’ blood for 
ripping up public domains, the NTMC 
was the successful tenderer for the lease of 


a block of undeveloped New Plymouth 
City Council land, which has since been 
laid out as an excellent all-round circuit. 


Peringa Park, 26 acres, is located in the 
suburb of Fitzroy, just two minutes from 
the central Post.Office. It’s not up to 
international moto-cross standard, but it's 
tough enough for any méeting of lesser 


TELEPHONE: 


Write — Phone — or Call 


6 4 





REET, LOWER HUTT. 


262 


New Plymouth’s Reg Dixon (500 BSA) in a 


», fine action study during the race that saw him 


crowned King of Peringa on November 11. 


A WHITES WELLINGTON 


YAMAHA 


is a better machine... - 


NS 


lf your choice is a . 
Moto-Cross, Trials, Trail, 


Street, Mini, Farm, Touring, 
or Commutor motorcycle. 


Contact those who 
know thé best machine 
for you. 


W. WHITE (Wgton) LTD. 
90 — 92 DIXON STREET, 
WELLINGTON. 


Tolephones: 42-348 / 43-008 
LMVD 





SPECIFICATIONS 

Dimensions: 

Length: 2,040mm 

Width 835mm 

Height: *  14,110mm 

Wheelbase 1,320mm 

Min, ground 1 150mm 

clearance: 140kg 

Weight (dry) 140 kg 

Engine: ’ 

Model: 352 

Type: 2 cylce, air-cooled 
gasoline torque 
induction. 

Cylinders’ 2 cylinders, forward- 
inclived in parallel 

Lubrication: Yamaha autolube 


247 cc 
54mm x 54mm 
: 30 p.s./7,500rpm 


Displacement: 
Bore and Stroke: 
Compression Rat 





Max. Torque: 2,9m-kg/7,000 rpm 
Starting’: Kick starting 
Ignition: Battery ignition 


Transmission: 
Primary reduction: Gear 
Secondary reduction: Chain 


Clutch: Wet, multi disc 
Constant mesh, 6 
forward speed. (RD 
250G 5 forward 
speed) 

Gear Ratio: 

Ist 2,571 

2nd 1.777 

3rd 1.318 

4th 1.040 

Sth 0.888 

6th 0.785 

Tyre Size: * 

Fronts. 3.00—18—4PR 

Rear 3.25—18—4PR 

Gasoline tank capacity: 16 litres 

Oil tank capacity: 2 litres 


status. With unlimited parking, all-round 
viewing and easy access from the city, it 
enjoys a strong public following. 

However,-the utilisation of the facility 
did not stop there. Club president Don 
O'Connor, ever watchful for an angle, came 
up with a unique scheme that gave the 
image and popularity of Taranaki motor- 

cycling a free boost(not that it needed one). 

In July, 1972, The Daily News came out 
with this front-page story: ‘New Ply- 
mouth's motherless motorcycle fraternity 
(sometimes known as the trail bike | 
brigade) will have access to both a foster 
Parent and a place to let off steam from 
next month,” 

O'Connor's idea (endorsed by the 
Club) was that by paying $1 club mem- 

bership fee, riders could use the circuit 
at weekends and after work when it was. 
not required for organised meetings. He 
figured it would reduce the aimless street 
riding that was causing concern, while at 
the same time bringing more members into 
the club. And it did! 

“Club membership increased by 10 to 
15 percent in a few months’, said 
O'Connor. “It really is a tremendous 
asset. There is so much space available 
that we can change the layout of the 
circuit as required to save the grass, and 
we've done this three times already. 

“Basically it's a place for bikies to play 
in without upsetting anyone. | don’t know 
of any club with an equivalent asset."” 

The lease runs until mid-1977, at which 
time the club has good prospects of a 
renewal, as long as the City Council 
doesn’t require the land. 

In the meantime, Beach Road Omata, 
overlooking the sea, remains the NTMC’s 
premier circuit. Rated one of the most 
arduous on the moto-cross calendar, this 

circuit, laid out on land made available 
free of charge by lvon Watkins-Dow Ltd., 
has a limited future. 

IWD have indicated the land may not be 
available as required next year, in which 
case the club will either revert to Peringa 
Park or look for another site. 

“This is no problem,” says O'Connor. 
“In the last six months, with an increasing 
number of farmers taking up scrambling, 
we've had enough offers of land to just 
rove around taking our pick and still run 
20 meetings a year.” 

The first King of Peringa was Morley 

“Shirriffs (Palmerston North) after a 
tremendous duel with local ace Reg 
Dixon. 

On November 11 last, Shirriffs returned 
to defend his crown, but broke the frame 
of his 250 Honda in the first race, declined> 
a substitute mount and Dixon won 
easily the title race. 
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English Side for N.Z. Series 


: Seven of Britain’s leading solo speedway riders have accepted invitations 
‘© race for England in a minimum of five tests against New Zealand this 


down under season. 
British Auto @ycle Union. 


But they will do so without the backing of the 


Negotiations with the British controllin ici 
2 9 body to send an official 
team to New Zealand this season broke down at the eleventh hour. The 
President of the Christchurch Speedway Association, Mr. Tony Nesbitt, 
received the names of an official team but wasn’t happy with some of the 


riders included. 

Some were obviously using the 
Proposed New Zealand tour as a fitness 
test and others were just not welcome 
because of lack of co-operation on pre- 
vious visits with the British Lions, To 
make matters worse, the British A.C.U. 
was only prepared to allow the tour if 
insurance claims covering the bikes of 
last season's British touring party were 
settled first. 

The bikes were destroyed in a ware- 
house fire in Auckland and the remains 
were later burgled. There was no hope 
of having the claims settled in time so 
Mr. Nesbitt threw caution to the winds 


and decided to approach the riders he 
wanted individually. 

“There was nothing else | could do”, 
he said. 

The result will be one of the most 
spirited teams to visit this country. And, 
above all, it will be completely fresh. 

The best known figure in the line-up 
is Liverpudlian Chris Pusey, who will be 
making his third visit to the Dominion. 
He has proved himself to be a rider of 
fare courage and considerable ability. 
Two years ago when he first visited 
New Zealand with the British Lions, he 
suffered a disastrous crash at Templeton 





























| CHOOSE N.Z’s LEADING BRAND OF M.X. GEAR — LEDA LEATHERS.... 
The original made to measure leathers. Top quality hide. Range of colours. Wide choice 
of trims. Lettering avaialble. Fully lined with hard-wearing nylon. Unequalled quality. 


Chest guards, European style, adjustable fittings, choice of colours. As exported to 





Australia. 





LEDA LEATHERS — 
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MOTO—CROSSERS!!! 


Body Belts, Lightweight elasticised Velcro fastening, available soon, 
P.O. BOX 37-093, STOKES VALLEY, 


Husqvarna 


400 $1,635 


NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS 


which put him in hospital for six weeks 
‘and out of action for another six months. 

But he was back again last season as 
large as life, riding with all his old verve. 
Before switching to speedway full time, 
Pusey was British 350 and 500cc grass 
track champion, He is also a former 
winner of the Pinhard Prize, which goes 
annually to the most outstanding rider 
In Britain under the age of 21. 

Probably the most exciting member 
of the team is John Louis, the man who 
made speedway history last year by 
qualifying for the world final at his first 
attempt. He missed out this year on a 
fuel technicality but is obviously a tre- 
mendous rider. This will be his first 
visit to New Zealand, 

The full team is: Pusey, Louis, Tony 
Lomas, Dave Jessup, Kevin Holden, 
Malcolm Brown and Berk Harkins. 

Jessup is regarded as perhaps the 
finest prospect at present racing in 
Britain and Harkins, a Scotsman, is an 
experienced and skilled rider. Incident- 


ally, he was brought into the Wimbledon, 
team last northern summer as a replace- 
ment for New Zealand’s own double 
world champion, Ronnie Moore. 

Brown is another rider of unusual 
promise. He will arrive in New Zealand 
in advance of the main party and intends 
to spend most of the New Zealand season 
racing at Templeton as resident overseas 
rider. 

Although the English team is an un- 
official one, the New Zealand Auto Cycle 
Union has granted permission for the 
official New Zealand team to race against 
itin the tests. 

The first test is scheduled for Welling- 
ton on January 12. The second will be at 
Templeton on January 19 and the team 
will stay at Templeton for a special mid- 
week meeting on January 23. This will 
probably be the night of the New Zealand 
solo championship so the competition 
is likely to be rather tougher than usual. 
Other meetings are planned for Auckland, 
Wanganui, Palmerston North, Hamilton, 
and Wellington. 


Test Candidate 


Twenty - one - year - old Christ- 
church rider Stephen Foster is 
headed for a berth in this season’s 
solo test team if his recent form can 
be taken as a reliable guide. In a 
remarkable display, he stole the 
limelight completely from returning 
Kiwi test riders Roger Wright and 
Tom Black at Templeton. 

In four starts in scratch races he was 
unbeatable. Neither Wright nor Black, 
back from a season of racing in Britain, 
could get near him and former New 
Zealand test rider Allan Brown had. to 
give him best as well. In his first two 
faces Foster recorded 79.4 sec for the 
four laps to become only the second 
rider this season to go under 80 sec at 





Templeton. 

The only other to do so at the time of 
writing was former double world cham- 
pion Ronnie Moore. That puts Foster in 
distinguished company. 

Earlier this year Foster went to 
Britain to try his luck only to find that 
it had run out. He hadn’t even signed for 
a team when he crashed and injured his 
leg. Then came the crowning disaster. 
He caught a serious infection init. There 
was no alternative. He packed his bags 
and returned home. 

There even seemed a possibility that 
his career might be ended. But Foster 
has been attending Ronnie Moore's train- 
ing schools and the benefits are obvious, 

The pictures show Foster in 
action at Templeton. 





PURSANG MK.6 
125 ce $1,125 
350 cc $1,450 


450 $1,685 
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ROD DEW 


matter, easily adjusted. Centre stand 
grounds. Remove it. Perhaps if it 

wasn't for those superb Dunlop TT100s it 
wouldn't be necessary but that's doubtful. 

Time to stop and take a few- snapshots, 
and Jet the boss have a buzz. He likes it, 

“\t's got a bit more poke than the old 
100cc trail bike", 

"Yes". Ignoramus. He didn’t have 
any trouble starting it though. Took to it 
like a duck to water, maybe he's not 
such an ignoramus after all. Why is 
everyone watching him? 

Just got-time for a quick trip around 
the Bays before returning it. Feel the 

* power, feel the responsiveness, feel the 
aching left wrist, watch the road, 
Something's missing — vibration, where's 
it gone? Smothered by flexibly-mounted 
handlebars and tank. 

She's started missing, better stop and 
take alook. Hmmm, plug leads covered 
in oil, plug hole full of the green stuff. 
Seems to be coming from the rocker 
feed pipe connection under the petro} 
tank from where it slides down the leads 
and into the holes. A small diversion job, 
a quick wipe and we're off again, as good 
as new (oops) and heading back to town. 

Back in the hands of its rightful 


Owners, 

“Thanks for the ride’, 

“Anytime. Any problems?" 

“Not really, The clutch is stiff and 
there's this whining noise | can’t figure 
out", 

Next day they tell me the Trident’s 
clutch bearing was poked. What the hell, 


TRIUMPH TRIDENT. SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine: Three cylinder, OHV, 740cc 
displacement. Bore and stroke 67 x 70 
inti Capacity 45.16 cu.ins, Comp. ratio 
Gear Ratios: 1st—12.9; 2nd—9, 15; 
3rd—6.98; 4th—5.92; Sth—4.95, 
Primary Chain: 3/8" Triplex. 

Rear Chain: 5/8" x 3/8", 

Tyres: 4.10 x 19 front and rear, fitted 
with Dunlop K81s, 

Front brake: 10" Triumph/Lockheed disc. 
Rear brake: 7" drum, sls. 

Seat Height: 31%" — 

Wheelbase: 58” 

Length: 88” 

Width: 29" 

Ground Clearance: 6Y,"" 


Dry Weight Ibs : 460 
Fuel Imp. gall. 4h 
Oil Imp. pints: 58 


Managing Editor David Hall stepped off his 100cc 
trail bike to ride the Trident. He's still grinning. 





SUZUKI WANKEL 


machine was launched at the recent Tokyo 
Mecwneypala Sh — 


The engine follows the simplest Wankel 
pattern, with a single rotor giving a swept 




























-V.D. 


L. 
31 BEACH RD. AUCKLAND PH 33958 
SUZUKI SALES AND SERVICE 


BILL KELL MOTORCYCLES 


Suzuki's water-cooled.Wankel-engined 





volume of 500 c.c, on each of its three 
flanks. There is one spark plug and one 
carburettor. = , 
~~ Peak power af tha AXS,asiitiis\tolbe 
known, is 67 brake horsepower at 7000 


rpm. which makes it comparable with the 
GT750 triple. |t weighs a substantial 550 
lbs and fuel consumption, which has 
always been a problem with this type of 
engine, is said tao be 50 mpg on a run and 
35 mpg in heavy traffic. F 

The price of the machine in Japan is 


about $1400 in New Zealand currency 
but in this country it will Probably retail 
at about the same price as the GT750, 


New Bike 
Rangiora trials rider Kerry Miles, who 
fade his 250 Spanish Ossa into third place 
in this year's New Zealand championship 
series, will have a new 250 Yamaha for 
his title bid next season. He recently 
tried out one of these Japanese machines 
and was favourably impressed. ‘It went 
really well", he said. Miles first entered 
Motor-cycle sport as a scrambles rider 
and although trials riding now commands 
much of his attention he intends to 
continue racing in the summer. He recent- 
ly displayed his superb balance and control 
in a publicity stunt at the Templeton 
speedway by mono-wheeling his Ossa for 
200 yards while standing on the rear mud- 
guard .bracket and holding onto the 

handlebars with one hand. 





Status Regained 
After an absence of one season, the 
New Zealand airfield racing championships 
will return to their old venue at Wigram 


on January 20. All classes with the 
exception of sidecars will be catered for 
at the meeting, held in conjunction with 
the annual Lady Wigram Trophy car race, 
New Zealand and Rothmans champion- 
ship points will be also at stake. Two 
races are planned at present, both of 
about 25 miles. Last year one of the two 
races was for production machines and it 
was not possible to hold all the champion- 
ships in the other race. This year both 
events will be for racing class machines, 
although there will also be room for 
the faster production bikes. 
Branching Out 

New Zealand 350 and 500 c.c. road 
racing champion.Jim Landrebe (Dunedin) 
is branching out. He turned up at the 
recent Zone 1 and 2 (South Island) New. 
Zealand moto-cross championship qualify- 
ing round at Sinclair's Farm, Waihola, 
with a new 250 Honda. It was his first 
serious attempt at this facet of motor- 
cycle sport and yet he managed to score 
two wins and a second placing in the 
three C grade‘races. Considering the 
boggy nature of the course, this was no 
mean feat. 




















: —_—) meeting at Wengenui. The bik 





AROUND 
THE CLUBS 


WAIRARAPA MOTORCYLCE CLUB . . 





An action packed race for the Harry 
Mangham Memorial Cup was the highlight 
of the Wararapa Motorcycle Club’s 
Quarter mile grass track meeting of the 
Carterton showgrounds on Sunday 
November 18. < 

Right from the start of the four lap 
event Ross Gregory on a 500ce Yamaha 
led the field and stayed in front to the 
finish although most of the time he was 
hotly persued by Steven Miller ona 
350cc, Yamaha and Howard Gregory on a 
450 BSA. The afternoons racing was run 
in ideal weather and although some 
competitors in the early races found the 
track somewhat slippery it soon dried out 
and by the end of the meeting times were 
Quite a few seconds faster than they had 
been when racing started. 


RESULTS: — 

HARRY MANGHAM MEMORIAL CUP 

Ast Ross Gregory 500 Yamaha 
‘2nd Steve Miller 350 Yamaha 
‘3rd Howard Gregory 450 BSA 
WANGANUI 


Ist LEG — NZ GOLD STAR M-X 
Randy Owen won the three 250 
races with brother Rowley Owen and 
Peter Ploen behind on all occasions, 
Randy also had two wins in the 500 
class with Peter Ploen winning the other. 
In the popular 125 class Grant McRae, 
Geoff Burgess and Murray Loveridge each 
had a win. S 
There was some very close racing at this 
event, held on the well-known “Hurricane” 
circuit. With a fairly rough surface, and 
many steep climbs and drops there were 
many spills. 
SHORT CIRCUIT DIRT RACING HELD AT 
THE OCEAN VIEW SPEEDWAY TRACK 


An artificial jump which put the 
riders eight to nine feet in the air, anda 
chicane on the other straight made this 
event very exciting to watch. Forty five 
races were run with the fastest eight 
competitors going to the final. Reg 
Dixon put on a fantastic disply of riding 
when he rode around Peter Ploen in one 
face, to beat him to the flag, John. 
Bullock (who has just returned from eight 
years abroad, including three years as 
Mechanic for Jackie Stewart and the late 
Francois Cevert) was a bit unlucky, 
crashing after the jump, damaging the 
bikes rear end and bruising his own rather 
badly. 3 

Results: — 


DIRT TRACK FINAL 
1st Peter Ploen 
2nd Reg Dixon 
3rd Don Baker 


(450 Kawasaki) 
(480 Cheney BSA) 
(400 Cheney Suzuki) 





John Bullock crests the rise in a moto-cross 
Bullock's own 


construction with 400 Suzuki engine. 


Bill Veitch 

Dunedin rider Bill Veitch signalled-his 
return to active competition when he 
convinvingly won the N.Z. Open Hill 
Climb title at the Otago Motor Cycle 
Club's meeting at Scurrs Quarry, East 
Taieri on Sunday November 4. 

Twenty seven riders competed. 
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RESULTS:— 

Bill Veitch 500 Hagon JAP 46.215. 
Gary Goodfellow 250 TMSuzuki 48.355. 
John Shand 250 Honda Elsinore 48.645. 
Warren Calder 250 Honda Elsinore 49.06s. 
Murray Knox 500 JAP 49,815. 
Kelvin Hellyer 500 Triumph 50.54s. 











‘the 


SUZUKI experts 


HIGH STREET, LOWER HUTT > TELEPHONE 60-599 


Classifieds .... 


WANTED 

Long stroke Manx Norton Flywheels. 500cc 
Alternatively, complete motor. 

Contact: G, Simkin, Riverslea Road, 

South Hastings. 


MANX NORTON — Wanted 
Any model, any condition for restoration. 
Any parts or blown or broken bike of 
interest. 

“NORTON”, 

P.O, Box 22273, 

Christchurch. 














1973-MARLBORO IS NOW iri WORLD’ T LIKED, BIGGEST SELLING CIGARETTE 
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